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infiltration into the Ministry Godolphin had lost the
confidence of the Queen, that she had resented
being forced to admit more Whigs into the Cabinet
and that the Government was maintained in
power almost solely by his own victories. Finally,
simply by way of precaution, without saying a
word to a soul, Maryborough after Oudenarde
entered into a secret and indirect correspondence
with the Ministers of Louis XIV to discover the
likelihood of peace negotiations.

This  secret  correspondence  was   carried   on
through  Marlborough's  nephew,  the  Duke  of
Berwick.   Berwick had become by dint of sheer
skill one of the leading generals in the French
Army, but he remained loyal to the exiled Court
of St. Germains, and did what he could to pro-
mote the claims of his half-brother, the Old
Pretender, "James III,53 to the throne of Great
Britain.   Maryborough's correspondence with the
exiled Court was not, of course, a new departure ;
but now it took a novel turn.   As there are gaps
in the surviving letters, the details are a little
obscure, but it seems that Berwick wrote first to
thank his uncle for exerting his influence to obtain
mercy for Lord Griffin, an aged Jacobite who
had been captured from a French ship during
the abortive expedition of the early spring.   At
the  same  time  Berwick  suggested  a  personal
meeting between them to discuss possible terms
of peace, but Marlborough evaded so compromis-
ing a step.   As the correspondence developed,
Marlborough expressed his wish that the French
should make some peace proposals publicly in
Holland.    He   did   not   specify   exactly   what